1. Prostitution as sexual exploitation

· Prostitution is an exploitative exchange of sexual acts for financial/material or other gain.

· In prostitution human beings are reduced to sexual objects, commodities or things.

· Prostitution and sexual exploitation are issues of the abuse and misuse of power. 

· Prostitution is one of the most extreme forms of sexual exploitation.

· Prostitution is the commercialization of sexual abuse.

· As the mass-marketing of sex expands and exploitation is normalized, sensitivity to the harm of prostitution diminishes.

1. Prostitution and Sexual Exploitation       

Prostitution

Prostitution, the sale of sexual services, is an exploitative exchange of sexual acts for money or other forms of material gain. Although children and men are also exploited by prostitution, the focus of Ruhama’s work is the prostitution of women.  

Prostitution is the use of another’s body as a commodity to be bought, sold, exchanged, not always for money, and includes casual prostitution, street prostitution, prostitution in brothels, prostitution through escort agencies, pornography and sex via the internet, military prostitution, pornography through a variety of media, sex tourism, development prostitution, mail-order brides.
  
Sexual exploitation 

Discussion of prostitution needs to be placed within the context of sexual exploitation and the global sex industry. The term sexual exploitation describes practices by which person(s) achieve sexual gratification, or financial gain, or advancement, through the abuse of a person’s sexuality by abrogating that person’s human rights to dignity, equality, autonomy, and physical and mental well-being.

Sexual exploitation includes prostitution, rape, sexual harassment, incest, pornography and so-called adult entertainments such as stripping, table dancing, lap dancing, internet sex etc. It is the sexual merchandising of women and children.

Prostitution is the commercialization of sexual abuse in that it involves buying and selling and trading in women for sexual use and abuse.
 It is a violation of women’s human rights (paper no.5 on human rights), is intrinsically harmful and clearly constitutes violence against women. (paper 2, the harm of prostitution). 
Objectification and Commodification

The sex that is exchanged in prostitution reduces a human being to a sexual thing or object.
 It stems from and also deepens the objectification and commodification of women. It, in fact, reduces all women to sexual objects and in doing so affects every woman and therefore also every man and all of our gender relations. 

Conscious of this reduction of women to sexual objects, Ruhama is careful not to use the label prostitute to describe women but speaks of women involved in prostitution. It is important not to label women and thereby reduce their individual, complex and multi-faceted identity to one aspect. 

Abuse of power

Prostitution is premised on the acceptance of the notion that there are certain classes or sections of the population that can be used by  more powerful others for sexual purposes.

Control and power over vulnerable others are the most recurrent themes in international research and studies of prostitution
.  The use of women in prostitution, for users, offers a means of sidestepping certain aspects of social regulation of sexual life, a way of attaining power and control over other people as sexual beings without incurring dependencies or obligations
 

As an issue of power, it is clear that there is and can be no mutuality in the prostitution ‘contract’. The whole purpose of this unequal ‘contract’ is to ensure that one party is object to the others subject.
 One party operates on the basis of personal desire while the other may not, although the woman, as part of the contract, is forced into the pretence of desire and pleasure. 

Denial and disassociation by the women are deeply embedded survival strategies. Struggling to maintain the illusion of choice and a measure of control, it is, for the most part, too painful for women themselves to acknowledge the abuse and degradation involved, too painful to acknowledge the actual reality. 

Regarding the psychological and emotional processes involved in prostitution, Kathleen Barry, a founder of The Coalition Against Trafficking in Women (CATW), describes prostitution as the remaking or reconstruction of the self into buyable sexual objects for market exchange. It produces ‘Women as expendables, as throwaways’.
 She describes how, through processes such as distancing, disengagement, disassociation and disembodiment, women have to try to separate their ‘real’ selves from the selves engaged in prostitution. (paper 2, the harm) 

Barry sees prostitution as a fundamental condition of all sexual exploitation. It provides the platform - it is ‘the cornerstone of all sexual exploitation, the model, the most extreme and most crystallized form of all sexual exploitation ’
 Once a society or culture tolerates prostitution it becomes impossible to argue against other forms of sexual exploitation.

The Sex Industry

So long as the buyers and users of women and the pimps (and society at large) can continue to present prostitution as a commodity exchange it can be legitimated and naturalized. The inherent harm can be made invisible. 

Since money (or other ‘benefits’) are paid, the women are deemed to have sold their rights. In our free market culture, clients are portrayed as  ‘simply’ behaving like any other consumer and can ignore the questions of power, human suffering and hardship that form the backdrop to the sex industry.
  (paper 3, the users of women)

The sex industry is rapidly expanding and in the process, our sensitivity to the harm of sexual exploitation is diminishing. The buying and selling of women is becoming increasingly normalized and legitimated as the marketplace becomes ever more dependent on the use of sexuality for promotion and advertising. 

The desensitization of our culture and the normalization of sexual exploitation further the aims of the global sex industry. It lowers resistance in society to exploitation of women’s sexuality and helps to make the arguments of the trade in sex sound plausible and rational. The goal of the sex trade is to disguise and hide the intrinsic and inevitable harm and violence of prostitution, pornography and related sexual exploitations. 

On a global level, the last three decades have seen dramatic explosions in what Barry calls the industrialization of sex. This industrialization has produced a multibillion-dollar global market in women – involving huge populations of women in newly industrializing countries.
 (paper 6, the systemic nature of prostitution)
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