Pimps laughing because internet allows them to operate freely

by Conor Gallagher

SPEAKING outside court, a representative of a women’s protection group commended the prosecution, but said brothel keepers in Ireland are “laughing” because the internet allows them to operate freely.

Geraldine Rowley of Ruhama, a support group for women affected by prostitution, said up to date legislation is needed to prosecute websites used by brothel keepers to
advertise their business.

“Websites are out there trying to dupe people into believing that the sex trade is all about consenting women and that there’s loads of money to be made by women,” Ms Rowley said.

“The reality that we meet is that women are hugely traumatised and there’s long-term psychological harm. Also many women are only making a pittance. It’s the big time players as we see today that are actually getting the large amounts of money.”

Today’s sentence shows how lucrative the Irish sex trade is and, unless we have a deterrent, we are going to have more and more criminals operating in the Irish sex trade.”

Ms Rowley said current legislation was inadequate for dealing with websites such as the one used by McCormick.

“Now we have the criminals realising they can operate through the websites. On one level the criminals are laughing because they can operate freely and legitimately in Ireland through the sites.

“We’ve had women come to us who have been the victims of trafficking who have experienced huge violence, who have actually pointed out their pictures on these websites. These sites are trying to dupe people by saying they are anti-trafficking; this is a complete lie.”

The truth is they are being exploited and pimps are using these websites to do it. We need to do a catch-up on legislation.”

Ms Rowley commended Operation Quest, the Garda operation that caught McCormick, but said there have been huge cuts to resources in recent times.

“Operation Quest resources have been cut to two officers. It says something about the Garda prioritising of this issue.”

Outside court, Det Insp Pat Lordon said he was happy with the conviction and believes it to be the end of McCormick’s prostitution network.

“It’s a good result. Operation Quest has been very successful to date, we’ve convicted quite a number of people and we hope it will deter other people from becoming involved in prostitution.”

Speaking of McCormick and his accomplices he said, “this network would be very significant and has been for a number of years, and, hopefully, with the sentencing today, it will be the end of them operating in Ireland”.

