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Another court case, which concluded today, once again highlighted the horrific abuse of women who were entrapped in the sex trade in this country. This is the second court case in just over two months, which has revealed the reality for so many women in similar circumstances. This case also shatters the massively false perception that there is some protection for women who are advertised on websites. 
Evidence given by two victims during the trial of a brothel keeper shattered the glamorous charade presented by those who operate the sex trade.

“The women giving evidence in this court case were advertised on an Irish escort website which tries to dupe people into believing that prostitution is glamorous and enjoyable – however, once again the evidence before the courts presented a very different story, one which portrayed huge abuse, control and violence” says Gerardine Rowley, PRO Ruhama at today’s court sentencing.
Ruhama provided a range of support services to the two women who were witnesses in this case, including court accompaniment during the trial. 

“We congratulate the quick response of the Gardai in Store St, who helped to rescue these victims from the extreme control of a violent pimp. The two women were courageous in giving their evidence and we hope this case will encourage other women to come forward and report crimes against them”. 

While evidence in the trial did mention the men who purchased sex from the victims, yet under Irish legislation these men can remain nameless and relieved of any responsibility in their role in the exploitation of these women.  

Gerardine Rowley went on to say “We believe that the role of men who purchase sex needs to be brought into the equation when dealing with crimes within the sex trade. “Their role is significant by creating the demand and making this a very lucrative trade for criminals”. 
“Ireland needs to bring in tougher legislation similar to Sweden, Norway, Iceland and recently the UK, which criminalizes the purchase of sexual services. This would place the onus on the users who are fuelling the abuse and exploitation of women in the sex trade”.  
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Notes to the Editor

Introduction to Ruhama

Ruhama is a Dublin-based NGO which works on a national level with women affected by prostitution. Our services are comprehensive to meet the broad range of experiences of women affected by prostitution. 

 

We provide outreach, casework, counselling, advocacy, court accompaniment, resettlement, education and training to women
· who are currently involved in street-based and indoor prostitution 
· women who are exiting prostitution, 
· women who are victims of sex trafficking 
· and women who have a history of prostitution.
Irish legislation dealing with crimes within the sex trade
· Sections 7, 8, 9, 10 and 11 of the Criminal Law (Sexual Offences) Act 1993, deals with the following crimes
· Soliciting, importuning or loitering for the purposes of prostitution

· Organizing prostitution

· Living off the earning of prostitution 

· Brothel keeping.
· Criminal Law (Human Trafficking) Act 2008 deals with the trafficking of individuals for sexual exploitation. 
Section 5 of this legislation criminalizes those who purchase sexual services from victims of trafficking, however it allows for the defence to prove that he or she did not know that the person in respect of whom the offence was committed was a trafficked person. 
Legislation in Sweden, Norway and Iceland
In 1999 Sweden enacted legislation which criminalizes the purchase of sexual services but decriminalizes the selling of sex. This legislation reframed the buying of sexual services as a violence against women. It is now backed by 70% of the Swedish population, who now believe it is socially unacceptable to buy an individual for sex. This change in attitudes has resulted in a change of behaviour and Sweden is one of the few countries over the past decade where prostitution and human trafficking has not increased. 
Following Sweden’s success Norway and Iceland have enacted similar legislation in recent years.

Legislation in the UK
Under the new UK Policing and Crime Act which came into force on the 1st April 2010, a man paying for sex with a prostitute who is being exploited through force, deception or threats is breaking the law - regardless of whether or not he knows she is selling her body against her will. The defence are not allowed the grounds that the buyer did not know the person from whom they bought sex was under the control of another person.
