NOTES FOR EDITOR

30th June, 2008
Analysis of Ruhama’s Trafficking Figures 2007

Ruhama’s Trafficking Unit delivered a service to 44 women in 2007 

11 of those women were first referred to Ruhama prior to 2007.
However 33 cases were new referrals during 2007

After carrying out assessments on the 33 new cases, 1 was deemed smuggled but at high risk of being trafficked. 

Assessments have not reached a conclusive status (whether trafficked or not) on a small percentage of new referrals for 2007, however the remaining 32 cases continue to be identified in the category of ‘presumed victims of trafficking’. 

Most of the women we worked with in 2007 were between 20 and 30 years of age, however we worked with four females who were minors, three of which were trafficked into Ireland and were from Africa.

The Countries of Origin of the 32 Presumed Victims of Trafficking:
	Nigeria
	13

	Zimbabwe
	3

	Congo
	2

	Malawi
	2

	Cameroon
	2

	Eritrea
	1

	Burundi
	1

	Kenya
	1

	Zambia
	1

	Albania
	1

	Somalia
	1

	Thailand
	1

	Brazil
	1

	Romanian
	1

	Lithuania 
	1

	
	32


The greatest number of new referrals came from Nigeria (42%)
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The Countries of Destination

In 2007 we provided a service to 5 women who were trafficked for sexual exploitation into other countries and escaped to Ireland. 

85% (27) of the 32 presumed victims of trafficking were trafficked into Ireland.
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The Location of 27 Women who were Trafficked into Ireland: 
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Over 50% (18 of the 27 cases) of victims trafficked into Ireland were located outside of Dublin, with Kilkenny, Waterford, Sligo, Athlone, Dundalk, Drogheda, Monaghan and Donegal just some of the locations.

Regions outside of Dublin:

The following chart shows a breakdown of the regions where women were located in prostitution; 44% of women were unable to identify where they were located, besides knowing they were not in the Dublin area. Some women were moved around Ireland to several locations, ie one woman who was in prostitution in Sligo mentioned having been located previously in Athlone.
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Age Profile of the 27 Victims who were Trafficking into Ireland

The biggest percentage of victims (82%), were aged between 20 and 30 years of age, with 11% of victims under 18 years of age.
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The Trafficking of women for sexual exploitation became an offence on the 7th June, under the Criminal Law (Human Trafficking) Act 2008. You will find a clear definition of this crime outlined in this Act.
http://www.oireachtas.ie/documents/bills28/acts/2008/a0808.pdf
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