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Awareness Raising,
Lobbying and Research Ruhama gave talks to secondary school students and invested a substantial amount of resources in supporting academics in their research dealing with

different areas of the sex trade. In 2007, Ruhama contributed information to the research published by NUI Galway ‘The nature and extent of human
trafficking in Ireland’.

Lobbying:
THE CRIMINAL LAW (HUMAN TRAFFICKING) ACT 2008
The publication of the Criminal Law (Human Trafficking) Bill in October 2007 was welcomed by Ruhama and we followed the legislative process closely
as the Bill went through the houses of the Oireachtas. Submissions were given to politicians and Ruhama lobbied for the protection and assistance of
victims to be included in this Bill. 

The Government did not accept any amendments to provide victim protection in the Criminal Law (Human Trafficking) Bill and decided to place all
protection measures for victims within the Immigration Residency and Protection Bill which was published in January 2008. 

Ruhama believed that the Criminal Law (Human Trafficking) Bill was not complete in combating the crime of human trafficking if it did not deal with
the demand which is fueling the market in sex trafficking. Ruhama lobbied for this amendment to the Bill by sending submissions and letters to
politicians. The Minister of Justice accepted an amendment put forward to criminalize those who solicit sexual services from victims of human trafficking. 

Another significant development in Ireland’s fight against human trafficking was the establishment of a new Anti Human Trafficking Unit (AHTU) in
the Department of Justice in January 2008. The AHTU set up various working groups and Ruhama participate in a number of these groups.  

THE IMMIGRATION RESIDENCY AND PROTECTION BILL 2008
The Immigration Residency and Protection Bill was published in January 2008, it contains measures to protect the victims of human trafficking. Ruhama
has continued its lobby for adequate protection for victims and sent further submissions to politicians for amendments to this Bill, particularly highlighting
the need for a longer recovery and reflection period and the use of discretion to give victims leave to remain on humanitarian grounds after a number
of temporary residence permits. Ruhama has also lobbied that the protection of victims must not be conditional on cooperation with criminal
investigations but must be based on the human rights of the victim.  

The protection measures outlined for victims of human trafficking in the Immigration Residency & Protection Bill, are reflected in the Department of
Justice’s administrative procedures, which went into force in June 2008, with the enactment of the Criminal Law (Human Trafficking) Act 2008. Since
then, Ruhama has expressed concerns at how some of those procedures are applied, in particular the granting of the recovery and reflection period to
suspected victims of trafficking.

US STATE DEPARTMENT TRAFFICKING IN PERSONS (TIP) REPORT 
Each year Ruhama contributes to the collation of data on human trafficking in Ireland for the US State Department’s Trafficking in Persons (TIP)
Report. When the 2007 US TIP report was issued it caused concern for Ruhama and other Irish NGO’s working in the area of human trafficking. A
meeting was held by the NGO groups to discuss how the issue of human trafficking in Ireland was presented in the report and how Ireland was placed
in the top rank (Tier 1) in the report. This did not seem an adequate representation, since Ireland had not yet enacted any anti trafficking legislation. A
press release was issued from the Irish NGO groups and a follow up meeting was held with US embassy officials in Dublin. The following year Ireland
was ranked Tier 2 in the TIP Report and some groups felt this was a more realistic representation of the situation in Ireland.

Ruhama in the Media:
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200 trafficked sex workers who sought help 'just tip of the iceberg'
13th February, 2007, Irish Independent by Breda Heffernan

Country in grip of ‘huge prostitution trafficking’
13th September, 2007, Irish Examiner by Evelyn Ring

Tackling the trafficking21st November, 2007, Dublin Informer by Suzanne Altman 

Ruhama asks the Question; ‘Should lapdancing clubs be banned in Ireland?
4 February 2008; RTE Questions And Answers

‘I was kidnapped and forced in prostitution’

17th February 2008; Sunday Tribune by Ali Bracken

Launch of the first ever Irish media campaign directly
targeting people who buy sex 10th November 2008, RTE News on Two, Laura Fletcher

Ads targets men who use trafficked women

11th November 2008, Irish Examiner by Caroline O' Doherty

Drug habits force women to keep working the streets
23rd January, 2007, Irish Examiner by Stephen Rogers

JANUARY 2008: CAMPAIGN TO CRIMINALIZE THE PURCHASE OF SEXUAL SERVICES IN IRELAND
Ruhama invited the Agneta Bucknell, the former head of the Prostitution Centre, Social Services, Sweden to Dublin in January 2008 to tell of their
experience of the affects of the new law which was enacted in Sweden in 1999 which criminalizes the purchase of sexual services. Ms. Bucknell met
with Ruhama, government officials and politicians while she was in Ireland.  

Pictured Left: Kathleen Fahy, Director, Ruhama, Agneta Bucknell, Social Services, Sweden and
Gerardine Rowley, Ruhama.

•Our legislation in Sweden has significantly reduced the impact of organized crime as it relates to trafficking
and the knock on affect has been a positive impact on the numbers of women being trafficked into our
countryŽstated Ms. Bucknell in her presentation.

In addressing the responsibilities of Irish legislators Agneta Bucknell said, •They have a responsibility to
protect these vulnerable and abused women. The Irish government will fail in its efforts to combat
international criminals involved in trafficking if it does not criminalize the service users and traffickers.

Unless we challenge the demand side of prostitution (that is the purchasers of sexual services) it will always continue to be a blight on our society. To
combat organized crime we need to send out a clear message that Ireland does not tolerate traffickers of women and children.Ž

During Ms Bucknell’s visit Ruhama stated •We still have concerns about the emerging Trafficking legislation and we believe that Ireland needs to send
out a clear message that the purchasing of women for sexual services is a crime. We in Ireland need to follow the Swedish model where the purchaser
of sexual services is criminalized. After drugs and arms, human trafficking is the third largest area of criminal activity in the world. Ireland needs to
take a stand against organized crime and having the correct legislation in place is crucial to achieving this.Ž 

JUNE 2008: MTV EXIT CAMPAIGN AND RADIOHEAD 
The band Radiohead supported the MTV EXIT campaign against human trafficking (www.mtvexit.org) and
during their concerts in Dublin in June 2008, Ruhama volunteers distributed MTV EXIT campaign information
packs to concert goers. The packs continued a DVD and information about the phenomenon of human trafficking. 

PicturedRight: Joan Adams, a volunteer with Ruhama distributing MTV EXIT campaign awareness packs on
Human Trafficking at the Radiohead concert in Malahide Castle,Dublin.

NOVEMBER 2008: LAUNCH OF NEW TV ADVERTISEMENT CAMPAIGN
In November 2008, Mary O Rourke, TD and patron of Ruhama, launched Ruhama’s TV advertisement campaign, targeted
at men who purchase sexual services from women in the sex trade. This was the first time ever an advertisement of this kind
was broadcast on national TV. The advertisement captured the scenario of how a woman becomes a victim of sex trafficking
and how the men who use the women contribute to this growing crime in Ireland. The advertisement concluded with the clear
message that under Ireland’s new anti trafficking legislation it was now a criminal offence to purchase sexual services from
a victim of sex trafficking. The advertisement was shown on RTE, TV 3 and Setanta Sports TV channels.

Kathleen Fahy, director of Ruhama said: "This campaign focuses on the users of trafficked women, those who buy sexual
services and without whom the trade in human flesh would not be so lucrative". •It was time to bring the buyers to prominence
in the evil crime of sex traffickingŽ, she added.
The Irish Times, 11th November, 2008

Pictured Left: Scene from Advertisement

Pictured Right: Kathleen Fahy, Director of Ruhama; Mary O Rourke TD
and Patron of Ruhama and Marion Walsh, Executive Director of the Anti Human Trafficking Unit in the
Department of Justice

The TV advertisement and a short film called ‘The New Recruit’ (both can be found on Ruhama’s web
site) were produced by Stoney Road films and were funded by the Anti Trafficking Unit of the
Department of Justice, under the Gender Equality Unit.

Both the TV advertisement and short film is being used as a resource for trainers, including the
Department of Education in their development of a module to students on the issue of human trafficking.

TRAINING/SEMINARS/RESEARCH
Ruhama provides training on how to work with women affected by prostitution and the issue of sex trafficking to other professionals, including; An
Garda Siochana, PSNI, DRCC, midwifery and nursing students in the Sexual Assault Unit of the Rotunda Hospital and Cork Partnership Asylum
Seekers group. 

Talks at Seminars included: Labour Women’s Party Conferences – Kilkenny and Sligo, Women’s Aid AGM– Carlow, Human Rights Centre – Queen’s
University, Belfast. Awareness Raising seminar on human trafficking to professionals in Galway.
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Fundraising
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Income through fundraising initiatives in 2007 and 2008 came from various sources; this mirrored
fundraising patterns over previous years. 

SUPPORT FROM THE LOCAL COMMUNITY
We continued to receive support from our local community, including All Hallows College and the EBS Community Investment Group. We also
received a very generous donation of €20,000 from a local business person.

RELIGIOUS CONGREGATIONS
Improvements in Ruhama Education and Development services were afforded through the support of the religious congregations.  Most notable of
these was the investment in additional computers and IT equipment financed by the Brigidene Sisters. Grants totaling £20,000 (STG) from the Society
of the Holy Child Jesus were invaluable in widening the education services.

EVENTS
Ruhama’s staff and volunteers organized and took part in fundraising initiatives including; the Women’s Mini Marathon, Christmas carol singing and
table quizzes.

The Marino Variety Group held a concert in April 2008 and raised €9,058 toward our work.  

St Mary’s Justice & Peace Group in Lucan chose Ruhama as one of their beneficiaries in its Giving Tree Initiative and associated fundraising efforts in
2007.  

The UCD Women Graduates’ Association held bridge evenings and raised a total of €3,610 for Ruhama. 

THE FUNDING FOR SPECIFIC PROJECTS
The marketing initiative to produce a range of multi-lingual leaflets was made possible through fundraising efforts and monies from the One51
Foundation and the Society of the Holy Child Jesus. 

BENEFICIARY OF AWARDS CEREMONY
In November 2007, Ruhama was chosen as the beneficiary of the Irish Tatler Women of the Year Awards ceremony. We are most grateful to the judges
who selected Ruhama and the total received from the event was €9,000. An article outlining our services was included in the December issue of the
publication.

A further development in the area of fundraising was the development of an online system where donors can pay money directly to Ruhama.  Donors
have verified that this new system is a safe, quick and easy to use method of donating to Ruhama or sponsoring friends who are organizing events. We
plan to continue to use this facility for the foreseeable future.  (Please go to www.mycharity.ie or to the Ruhama website for further details
www.ruhama.ie).  

Our thanks to everyone who helped us in our fundraising work during 2007/2008.  We urge all our readers to continue to support our work.

Once again, thank you all.
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QUOTES FROM RUHAMA

Rural hell for Ireland's sex slaves

1st July 2008, Irish Independent by Louise Hogan
‘Significant increase’ in trafficing of women
1st July 2008; Irish Times by Kitty Holland

Voodoo fears keep Nigerians from naming trafficers
2nd October 2008, Irish Examiner by Cormac O'Keeffe

Nigerian girl trafficked for sex trade goes missing from HSE 
10th September 2008; Irish Times by Dara De Faoite and
Ruadhan Mac Cormaic

Held captive with drugs, degradation and abuse16th November 2008, The Sunday Independent by Carol Hunt

Call to amend Bill to protect trafficking victims
12th December 2008, The Irish Times by Ruadhan Mac Cormaic

Call to free jailed sex trafficking victim
20th December 2008, The Irish Times by Tom Shiel 

"It (sex trafficking) has
now gone nationwide and
into rural areas. We need a
specialized Garda unit to
carry out intelligence and
surveillance work because

this is a crime that is
growing in Ireland but its
victims are voiceless and

hidden," 

Irish Independent, February, 2007

“We come across
women who are not Irish
and they don’t know what

services are available, where
to go and they have no

family or friends to support
them. They are sometimes

reliant on their trafficker and
it is very difficult for them to

get help”. 

Dublin Informer, November, 2007

"Most women find
themselves in prostitution

as a result of debt, coercion
by a pimp or partner even,
low self esteem or some
underlying background

issue." Many planned only to
do it for a short time in order
to 'get the money I need and

get out,' but getting out is
then very difficult"

Sunday Independent, July 2008

"The trafficking of
women and girls into the sex

industry is a serious problem in
Ireland, and while we welcome

the recent legislation which
makes human trafficking a

criminal offence, we still need
to ensure that adequate

protection for the victims of this
hideous crime is enshrined in

law and fully resourced." 

Irish Times, September 2008

‘Women have told us
they have cried in front of

punters and have been
picked for sex while they are

obviously terrified. We
welcome the fact it will now

be a criminal offence for
someone to ‘purchase’ these

women. Men must know
these women are

vulnerable,’
Sunday World, October, 2008

"We are concerned
that a woman who has

been identified as a
possible victim of human
trafficking is continued to

be incarcerated by the
State”.

Irish Times, December, 2008
“Drug habits force

women to keep working
the streets; A survey

carried out on behalf of
Ruhama by TSA

Consultancy found some
women reported being ‘out

every night’ to support a
drug habit and a pimp”.

Irish Examiner, January, 2007 
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Detailed Income and Expenditure Account Year Ended 31st December 2008

2008 2007
€ €

Income
Grants

HSE - East Coast Area Health 146,873 143,858

HSE-South Inner City Local Drugs Task Force 57,484 2,282

HSE-South Inner City Local Drugs TF-Emerging Needs 30,721 30,721

Probation & Welfare Service 275,000 275,000

Commission for Support of Victims of Crime 70,000 50,000

Dept of Justice Equality & Law-Human Trafficking 45,980 -

Dept of Social & Family Affairs 2,800 4,601

Total Grants 628,858 556,462

Donations 65,888 145,676

Deposit Interest 3,905 1,363

698,651 703,501

Expenditure

Staff Salaries & Pension Costs 448,033 419,239

Staff Training Costs 12,111 9,235

Women's Related Expenses 41,044 51,243

Awareness Raising-Video Production & Advertising 97,134 -

Rent & Insurance 93,046 88,271

Cleaning 3,158 2,984

Repairs, Renewals & Equipment 1,875 241

IT Systems 23,516 15,953

Printing, Postage & Stationery 8,601 23,541

Telephone 15,438 13,858

Motor, Travel & Leasing 18,174 9,592

Professional Fees 5,539 13,992

Audit & Accountancy 6,292 6,050

Bank Charges 350 599

Sundry 1,613 1,487

775,924 656,285

Operating (Deficit)/Surplus for the year (77,273) 47,216

18.

Fundraising

Fundraising Events 
Women's Mini-marathon, June 2007 €7,344.59

Irish Tatler Women of the Year Award, November 2007 €9,000.00 

Bridge Evening, UCD Women Graduates’ Association, November 2007 €1,000.00

Carol singing, O'Connell Street, December 2007 €1,036.00

International Women’s Day event, EBS Community Investment Group, February 2008 €650.00

Table Quiz, The Duke February 2008 – organized by Joan Flanagan €1,530.00

Coffee Morning, March 2008 €250.00

Marino Variety Concert, April 2008 €9,058.00

Women’s Mini-marathon, June 2008 €3,800.00 (an average of €425 per person)

FREEDOM KEYS CAMPAIGN
Income of €5403.25 was received in 2007, the year during which the campaign started and continued into 2008, during which €335.49 was received. 

GRANTS/CORPORATE DONATIONS

St Mary’s Justice & Peace Group donated €3,280 in March 2008

Brigidene Sisters provided a grant of €2,000 in Autumn 2008 for computers in the classrooms

One51 Foundation provided a grant of €15,000 for design, print and distribution of brochures

Society of the Holy Child Jesus provided a grant of £10,000 in September 2007 - this figure converted to €14,539 and made two projects possible: the
production of multi-lingual literature to increase access by the women and an exploration
of additional education initiatives. The Society also provided an additional £10,000 in
2008 towards continuing the education initiatives. 

DONATIONS FROM INDIVIDUALS
We also received country wide financial support for our work via
donations, (some anonymous), which realized a total of €88,019
over the two years.
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Other Information

DIRECTORS

Mr. Diarmaid O'Corrbui (Chairperson)

Ms. Maura Cullen 

Dr. Kate Ganter

Ms. Louise Hendrick 

Sr. Clare Kenny (2008)

Mr. John Lonergan

Sr. Bernie McNally (2008)

Sr. Sheila Murphy

Ms. Jennie O'Reilly

Sr. Noreen O’Shea (2007)

Sr. Frances Robinson

Dr. Mary Scully

Ms. Gerri Skeehan 

FUNDERS

Commission for the Support of Victims of Crime

Anti Human Trafficking Unit in conjunction with the NDP Gender Equality Unit 

Probation & Welfare Service, Department of Justice, Equality and Law Reform

South Inner City Local Drugs Task Force, Health Service Executive 

East Coast Area Health, Health Service Executive 

Corporate and voluntary donations

FRIENDS/SUPPORTERS
We wish to thank all our friends/supporters, in particular the following, who provided ongoing support to Ruhama during 2007 and 2008:

All Hallows College

Young Communications

Fuel Design & Web solutions

Otis Creative

Patrick Dent

Stoney Road Films 

Sophia Housing

All our providers of safe/crisis accommodation around the country (who cannot be mentioned individually for security reasons). 

PATRONS

Ms. Mary Banotti

Mr. Trevor Sargent TD

Mr. Art Cosgrove 

Sen. Frances Fitzgerald

Dr. Mary Henry 

Ms. Mary O'Rourke TD

Mr. Dick Spring

Ms. Liz 0'Donnell

TRUSTEES

Sisters of Our Lady of Charity and Good Shepherd Sisters.
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