INFORMATION SHEETS/ DISCUSSION PAPERS
Ruhama’s Perspective
Introduction -  Making the invisible visible

Ruhama is acutely aware of the need to identify, challenge and effect change in the social, cultural and political structures that underpin sexual exploitation and prostitution.  A key focus of challenge is the social acceptance of the prostitution industry, the desensitization of our sexually saturated society to the realities of prostitution and the harm and damage done to the women involved. The harm to the wider society is also disguised as the sexual exploitation of women becomes increasingly normalized. 

The following short papers are intended to serve as a basis for discussion of some key issues surrounding prostitution. It is hoped that they will help to stimulate thinking and contribute to the very necessary debate about the nature and extent of sexual exploitation and prostitution in Ireland and the political and social approach that this society chooses to adopt in the face of the rapidly expanding sex trade. 
Resources for further reading and research are suggested at the end of each section.

List of Papers:
1. Prostitution as sexual exploitation

2. The Harm of Prostitution

3. The users/buyers of women

4. Prostitution as so-called ‘free’ choice

5. Prostitution violates women’s human rights

6. Prostitution as a systemic Issue
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