The Ruhama Award in Journalism 2009

Press Release 16th December, 2009

Ruhama today announced Eamon Dillon of the Sunday World as the winner of the ‘Ruhama Award in Journalism 2009’.  The Ruhama Award is presented to a journalist who has an article published during the year, which best encapsulates the challenges and issues facing women in prostitution, including women who have been trafficked into this country.

Diarmaid O Corrbui, Chairman of Ruhama said to-day, “we had considerable interest from journalists in the award this year - and indeed during the year, many journalists covered the very serious issues facing women in prostitution. Eamon Dillon, who puts a lot of effort into establishing the truth about prostitution and especially trafficking of women into this county by criminals, is our worthy winner this year. His article dealt with the murky reality of trafficking, – an underworld of massive abuse of women, isolation, criminality and fear. Journalists and media in general are important advocates for the women who are trapped in this world of criminality and we value their work and input. The criminals involved in prostitution and trafficking survive in a world of secrecy and media coverage is not in their interest – but it does make society and our decision makers more aware of the dreadful reality and this is vitally important”

Ruhama provides a range of support services to women affected by prostitution, which include one to one key-worker support, counselling, accommodation provision, advocacy and education.  Ruhama also provides ongoing assistance to women who are victims of the crime of sex trafficking including; crisis accommodation, advocacy, accompaniment in the criminal justice system, befriending, education and repatriation.
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