Press Release from Ruhama        

Concern expressed that the threshold is too high for granting protection 

to victims of sex trafficking. 
23rd January, 2009 
  
Ruhama has expressed concern that Ireland has placed the threshold too high for granting protection to presumed victims of human trafficking and that in some cases the State is allowing the screening of presumed victims of trafficking to take place in the criminal justice system.  
Recognised best practice advocates that the screening and identification of victims of human trafficking is a process, and must be done with caution and consideration. Factors such as fear, trauma and the victim’s mistrust of professionals, especially law enforcement agencies all need to be taken into consideration. The establishment of a Reflection and Recovery period for presumed victims of human trafficking was established in many countries including Ireland to allow for this process.  

Gerardine Rowley, spokesperson for Ruhama said today ‘Ireland enacted legislation to deal with human trafficking in June 2008 and adopted administrative provisions to assist victims. It is extremely disappointing that only one woman to date who we believe are victims of sex trafficking has been granted this protection’.    
Ruhama has dealt with hundreds of women who have been trafficked into Ireland and we have developed considerable expertise on the modus operandi of the trafficker and the likely impact on and experience of victims.  
Ms Rowley went on to say, ‘A greater understanding of the complexities of sex trafficking is needed. Unfortunately experience has shown that very often when victims disclose sex trafficking they are met with disbelief or lack of knowledge on the issue by some in authority’.   

We believe there is a deficit in the wider understanding of human trafficking and there is some evidence emerging that victim’s are not always being treated with a sense of justice and understanding.  

  
Ruhama urges authorities to tackle the horrendous crime of human trafficking with a greater understanding of the complexities involved and with the same level of enthusiasm shown in other areas of criminal activity. 
  

As a result of the outcome of a court case in the West of Ireland today we will be writing to Minister Ahern expressing our concerns about the current application of our legislation in this area.  
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