Ruhama welcomes the publication of the National Action Plan to Prevent and Combat Human Trafficking in Ireland but is concerned that Victims of Sex Trafficking are still not getting adequate protection
 10th June, 2009
Ruhama welcomes the publication by the Department of Justice of the National Action Plan to Prevent and Combat Trafficking of Human Beings in Ireland today. 

Ruhama is disappointed that the Department of Justice published this Action Plan without presenting a draft copy to members of the Anti Human Trafficking working groups for consultation. 
In welcoming this publication which we will now study in detail, we again want to emphasise the importance of positioning the serious crime of human trafficking within a framework of organised crime and providing adequate care to victims. 
Gerardine Rowley PRO Ruhama said today ‘Our experience on the ground is still that victims of sex trafficking are not being believed, not getting adequate support and their human rights are not being respected in all cases’.

Since the Administrative procedures came into force a year ago, only 4 victims of human trafficking have been granted the Recovery and Reflection period. 
Gerardine Rowley went on to say ‘It is hugely important that the guidelines and directives which relate to the granting of protection for victims are applied. We are concerned that victims have to wait long periods of time before the Recovery and Reflection period is granted and that often victims are co operating in criminal investigations before they are given Temporary Residency Permits. The identification of victims needs to be broadened to include the collaboration of relevant agencies, not just the Gardai’.
All of us in Irish society have responsibility to protect vulnerable women from vicious criminal gangs and we can only achieve this with a multifaceted approach, supported by strong legislations, guidelines and resources.
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