Sunday 25th March, 2007 marks the 200th Anniversary of the abolition of the Trans-Atlantic slave trade 

  

  

Next Sunday 25th March marks, the 200th Anniversary of the abolition of the Trans-Atlantic slave trade. “This was such a massive breakthrough so many years ago, however, it is important to now highlight the existence of a contemporary form of slavery in Ireland today – the trafficking of women into the sex industry” – according to Ruhama – an organisation that works with and for women involved in prostitution and has previously highlighted the trafficking of women issue. 
  

Gerardine Rowley, of Ruhama said to-day, “Ruhama are aware of over 200 women who were enslaved in this horrible crime within the last decade. This is part a common and increasing trend whereby women are conned into leaving their homeland to make a better life for themselves, but on arriving here, find themselves exploited and abused through prostitution.” 
  

Today Ruhama calls on the Irish Government to sign the Council of Europe Convention on Human Trafficking and enact legislation that will prosecute the perpetrators and protect the victims of this hideous crime. 
  
On this anniversary, let us as a society say NO, to the acceptability that a woman’s body can be bought and sold for sexual purposes. By not supporting any aspect of the sex industry, we are reducing the demand in the market, - a demand which is supplied by modern day slave traders, namely ‘traffickers’ 

  
Let us renew our efforts to work towards reducing the risk factors of poverty, drug addiction and gender inequality which leave some women more vulnerable to traffickers. 
  
Traffickers are criminals who prey on vulnerability in search of easy profit. They should never have support in a civilised society, however, if we do not have the resources and legislation in place to tackle this issue we are in a way giving tacit support to the massive abuse of women in our midst. 
  

Ends 
  

Further information – Gerardine Rowley – PRO Ruhama – 01 836 02 92,  
                                                                                              086 259 1247 

