Brothel and The Beast 
23rd February, 2008 Irish Examiner

Stephen Rogers details how one half of one of the most successful pimping duos in 1990s Ireland was caught red-handed in the luxury apartment which housed his operation.

GARDAÍ could not believe their luck when the distinctively stocky and bald figure of Martin “The Beast” Morgan walked into a Dublin brothel which they had been watching for three months. 

The vice squad had been patiently building up a case before raiding the Batchelors Walk apartment in affluent Dublin 4. 

They were about to bring the curtain down on the operation when the man who had for so long evaded prosecution loomed into view. 

The 44-year-old former hotel doorman was infamous in prostitution circles as one half of one of the most successful pimping duos in 1990s Ireland. His partner was former RUC officer Peter McCormick. For years they operated brothels out of leased apartments around the capital raking in thousands of pounds each week. Morgan was not nicknamed “The Beast” for nothing. Given his size, his sheer presence meant few would dare mess with their business. 

Nevertheless, the net did close in on Peter McCormick in 2000 and he was brought to court for organising prostitution, Morgan had already fled to London, safe in the knowledge that he was untouchable there. 

But as Morgan today sits in a prison cell awaiting a sentence for organising prostitution and running a brothel, he must be kicking himself that he was so careless as to be caught red-handed. 

He did not need to be in the building when gardaí swooped in October 2005. The luxury apartment which housed his operation had a capable manager in the form of Deena Edridge, a woman who described him as her “good friend” with whom she “occasionally slept”. 

Morgan could have afforded to sit back in his London address and wait for the money to pour in. However, he had more than just business links with Ireland. 

As he admitted in court during his 18-day trial, he has eight children in five different families here. 

When arrested by gardaí, Morgan said he was a builder with no business interest in Ireland and when asked why he preferred living in London replied: “They have nice, friendlier police. Only joking.” 

But the weight of evidence against Morgan was overwhelming. 

When gardaí entered the brothel he was sitting in the living room beside a small table on which there were six mobile phones — the communication method of choice for prostitutes trying to avoid unwanted attention — as well as a large bunch of keys. 

Despite protestations that he did not own the brothel he would have found it hard to explain away an unsigned contract between himself and Edridge, who is serving a 12-month sentence for managing the business, found by gardaí in a Ballsbridge house. 

The operation which he owned, and she managed, was highly successful. 

One of the women in Morgan’s employ, Vanessa, gave evidence at his trial that clients were charged €120 for 30 minutes of sex and €220 per hour. She personally would have five clients per night and every Sunday she would pay €130 to the owners. 

Vanessa said she earned €1,400 between late September and early October, and gave half of that to “Chloe Taylor”, an alias of Edridge’s.
In one shift lasting only 10 hours, the brothel made a profit of €4,100. 

Gardaí found rosters with women’s names, expense claims and thousands of euro in cash when they raided the Batchelors Walk apartment. The size of the operation was evidenced by what they found when searching another apartment being used as a call-centre for the brothel. 

When officers entered the Malton House residence they could hear buzzing coming from a drawer in the kitchen. In it they found 30 mobile phones, inundated with calls from potential punters. In fact, the receptionist of the brothel said she would be expected to answer as many as 50 phones during her employment. 

She said she got calls from men asking if girls were available and where they could go and see them. She said depending on where the men were, she would give three access points for the same Bachelors Walk apartment. 

Once the men were at a location she specified, she said they would ring her back to get further directions to the apartment. She said she had to describe the appearance of the girls on duty at the brothel and give the price of sex sessions to the clients over the phone. 

The case against Morgan seemed open and shut. 

However, there was one big snag for the prosecution. Deena Edridge, brought from her prison cell to his trial, claimed in the court that she owned the “whole escort operation”. 

She said she had carried on a sexual relationship with Morgan and had considered dropping her brothel to go into business with him, running escort websites that he owned. Conveniently, in admitting Morgan ran such websites, she was not getting him into any trouble. Such websites are operated outside the State and are therefore beyond prosecution, even though they advertise sex for sale in Ireland. 

But the prosecution found a huge flaw in Edridge’s claim. 

She could not tell the court what the precise outgoings and income of the operation were. Furthermore, she said envelopes found in another address marked “Chloe wages” were records of the money she was taking for herself. 

But the jury of eight women and four men saw through the tissue of deceit put together by Morgan and Edridge and took just 11 hours to unanimously find Morgan guilty on the two counts. He must wait in prison until next Friday to find out what his sentence will be. 

Ruhama, the organisation which works with women in prostitution, said it was delighted one of the most well-known figures in the industry had been brought to justice. “We welcome the outcome of the court hearing and an outcome which emerged because of the commitment of gardaí to tackle the criminality that is inevitably linked to prostitution,” a spokesman said. 

“This case also highlights a situation where women were essentially controlled within a criminal environment so as to generate massive profits, not for themselves but for our criminal underworld. 

“It is important the Government and its agencies continue to investigate and prosecute the criminals in all aspects of prostitution in Ireland.” 
