Gardaí believe teenage girl was trafficked 

9th July, 2008
 

RUADHÁN Mac CORMAIC in Kilkenny 


 NIGERIAN girl who is believed by gardaí to have been trafficked to Ireland to work in the sex industry, has been sent to a custodial care centre while health authorities decide how to ensure her safety.

 

Judge William Harnett said it appeared the girl, aged 17, who was arrested during a raid on a suspected brothel in Kilkenny last month, was brought to Ireland "most likely for the purposes of putting her into slavery."

 

The girl had no identification papers when she was found and there was no record of anyone by her name entering the State.

 

Yesterday solicitor Michael Lanigan told Kilkenny District Court that officials from the Nigerian embassy had interviewed the girl at Mountjoy women's prison in recent days and were satisfied that she was a minor. A birth certificate had also been received from the authorities in Edo state in south-central Nigeria. "She is now deserving of the protection of this court as a child," he said.

 

The girl told gardaí that she had three younger siblings in Nigeria, and "she was put under appalling moral pressure to look after them," Mr Lanigan added.

 

The court also heard that the British authorities had records of an individual by the same name on their systems and fingerprints of the girl found in Kilkenny have been forwarded to them. However, photographs of the two girls do not match.

 

Mr Lanigan gave the judge a report on the case written by a trafficking specialist at Ruhama, an organisation that works with women involved in prostitution. "I think if you read this, judge, you will be satisfied that this child has been trafficked from Nigeria."
 

He asked Judge Harnett to direct that the Health Service Executive become involved in the case and that it be given "the opportunity to put together some package that would give her safety and security."

 

"There could be no better definition of 'at risk' than this young lady," he added.

 

Judge Harnett agreed that the girl was "at serious risk", having been brought to the State "most likely for the purposes of putting her into slavery".

 

"There's no other word for it," Mr Lanigan concurred.

 

The court heard last week that the girl was charged on June 27th with failing to produce on demand a valid passport or other form of identification when requested to do so by gardaí.

 

Det Garda Liam Maher told the court that after obtaining a search warrant, he carried out a raid at the city centre premises along with a number of other gardaí.

 

"We found a young lady in the house. We asked her to produce identification but she said she had none. A search of the house revealed nothing that could identify her.

 

"The woman was the sole occupant of the house and she was arrested and brought to Kilkenny Garda station for questioning on suspicion of running a brothel.

 

"During the interview, she was unable to offer or provide any help as to her identification . . . We have checked out [the details she provided] and there is no record of this lady entering the country.

 

"She said that she got a direct flight from Nigeria to Dublin but there are no such flights as all incoming flights from Nigeria stop in the UK," said the detective.

 

The girl was remanded to a custodial care centre for girls to appear before Kilkenny District Court on July 22nd.
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