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 THE Garda National Immigration Bureau (GNIB) is investigating a number of so-called Chinese massage parlours in Dublin that are suspected of operating as brothels. 

 

In recent weeks, a number of advertisements for parlours have been appearing in national newspapers. When contacted, some offered male customers sexual services as well as massages. Some provide a call-out service.

 

This came to the attention of Ruhama, a charity working with women involved in prostitution, which alerted the GNIB. "One man went to one of these places thinking it was legitimate. But the Chinese masseuse offered him sexual services and he was shocked.

 

He contacted us and we now believe there are many similar brothels all over Dublin, " according to Ruhama's Geraldine Rowley.

 

"Chinese massage parlours operating as brothels have been reported to us by Ruhama. An ongoing investigation team is examining the extent of this problem, " Det Insp Andy Tallon of the GNIB told the Sunday Tribune.

 

In 2000, gardai shut down a number of brothels which were posing as legitimate businesses. In recent months, the GNIB established Operation Hotel, which is probing the extent of trafficking of women into the country for sexual exploitati

