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First-ever Advertising Campaign Targeting 
Men who Purchase Sex in Ireland

 
Mary O Rourke, TD and Patron of Ruhama, today (Monday 10th November at 11am in All Hallows College) launched Ruhama’s TV advertising campaign aimed at men who solicit sex from victims of trafficking in Ireland.

 
There is a growing recognition internationally that efforts to combat sex trafficking needs to focus more on addressing the demand for the purchase of sexual services. This ongoing demand is fueling the market in sex trafficking and making it a very lucrative criminal business for traffickers. 
 
This year Ireland enacted legislation to deal with human trafficking and decided to follow international trends by criminalizing the users of women who are victims of sex trafficking in their Criminal Law (Human Trafficking) Act of 2008.
 
This campaign is aimed at highlighting this new area of legislation and targets the men who are potential or regular users of women involved in prostitution.  
 
Kathleen Fahy, Director of Ruhama said today ‘This campaign focuses on the users of trafficked women - those who buy sexual services and without whom the trade in human flesh would not be so lucrative. I appeal to these men to think about the hurt and trauma inflicted on the women’.

 

Ms. Fahy goes on to say, “It is time to bring the buyers to prominence in the evil crime of sex trafficking. For too long the user has fallen under the radar of responsibility and allowed to act with impunity; - this new legislation changes all this” 

 

The advertisement campaign will be broadcast on RTE and Setanta Sports TV channels over the coming month. It will also be available on the web. 
 
Ruhama received funding from the Department of Justice under the Gender Equality Unit for this awareness campaign. 
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