Press Statement from Ruhama, ​​​Wednesday 12 September 2007

 

Ruhama Publishes Biennial Report for 2005 – 2006
 

Ruhama confirms its awareness of 216 women who have been trafficked into Ireland for the purposes of prostitution….
 

Ruhama, an organisation that works with and for women involved in prostitution, today released its biennial report for 2005-2006.  Some additional information has also been released in relation to the first eight months of 2007.

 

In recent years Ruhama has highlighted the issue trafficking of women for the purposes of prostitution.  Up to the end of 2006 Ruhama were aware of 200 women who had been trafficked into Ireland for the purposes of prostitution and had assisted 132 of these women.  Of the 132 women 73% originated from Eastern Europe, 21% from Africa, 4% from South America and 2% from Asia.  There were 23 new cases of assistance to trafficked women in 2005 and 18 new cases in 2006.

 

Kathleen Fahy, Director of Ruhama, said today, “We must face up to the reality that women are being trafficked into this country for the purposes of prostitution – and we must have effective legislation in place to deal with this horrific crime.  Trafficking is well organised, subtle and brutal and in our view requires a Garda National Vice Squad to deal with the issue effectively.  Interestingly in 2005 25% of trafficked women we assisted were located outside Dublin, this increased to 40% in 2006 and all of 16 women assisted to date this year have been referred to us from outside Dublin”.
 

Ruhama’s Report also highlights the difficulty of identifying victims of trafficking in Ireland.  This is normally due to the present legislative framework, which essentially treats trafficking as an illegal immigrant issue, which of course it is not.  It is imperative that Minister Lenihan expedites the legislation on trafficking as a matter of urgency - and includes in its provisions protection for the victims of this dreadful crime.

 

Biennial Report available on www.ruhama.ie 

Or by contacting Young Communications on 01 6680530  
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Further information contact:

Gerardine Rowley, Ruhama, 01 8360292, 086 2591247

Wally Young, Young Communications, 01 6680530, 087 2471520

