Press Release

Ruhama launch Awareness Campaign, 
supported by the Garda Síochána, to mark 
EU Anti-Trafficking day -18th October 2007

Ruhama – a non-government organisation which provides support for women who are involved in prostitution, will mark the launch of the annual EU Anti-Trafficking Day in Brussels on the 18th October, by launching an awareness campaign in Ireland.
This awareness campaign is designed to encourage women who are engaged in prostitution and may be victims of trafficking, to make contact with Ruhama so that their welfare can be provided for.  

The Garda Síochána will facilitate Ruhama by displaying their campaign literature in garda stations throughout the country.  Leaflets and posters will be distributed to a range of other locations where victims of trafficking are likely to visit, also.

“Due to the covert nature of prostitution and trafficking, it has become increasingly more difficult to make contact with women who need help. We recognize the Gárdai as one group which is particularly likely to meet this target group of women and so be in a position to make our services known to them” says, Kathleen Fahy, Director of Ruhama.

Ruhama have recently attended a number of training courses held by the Garda                 Síochána, for the purpose of informing participants of the indicators of human trafficking for the purpose of sexual exploitation. Over one hundred members of the Garda Síochána and the Police Service of Northern Ireland (PSNI) have been provided training in this area over recent months.

The collaboration which Ruhama and the Garda Síochána are engaged in, in an attempt to tackle the phenomenon of human trafficking, reflects an acknowledgement on the part of all concerned, of the hidden nature of human trafficking and the need to be pro-active in uncovering its victims. 
Ruhama have met with senior management in the Garda National Immigration Bureau (GNIB) in recent weeks to discuss the issues involved.  Regular contact will be maintained between both parties, to ensure that victim welfare is prioritised in dealing with suspected cases of human trafficking and that those engaged in the criminal acts involved are brought to justice.
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