Statement from Ruhama – 28 January 2008. 

Speaking in Dublin today Agneta Bucknell – Former head of the Prostitution Centre, Social Services, Sweden, said, “firstly can I say that thousands of women around the world are being viciously and violently abused by traffickers and much of this can be avoided if individual countries have effective legislation in place. Our legislation in Sweden has significantly reduced the impact of organized crime as it relates to trafficking and the knock on affect has been a positive impact on the numbers of women being trafficked into our country” 

In addressing the responsibilities of Irish legislators Agneta Bucknell said, “they have a responsibility to protect these vulnerable and abused women. The Irish government will fail in its efforts to combat international criminals involved in trafficking if it does not criminalize the service users and traffickers. Unless we challenge the demand side of prostitution (that is the purchasers of sexual services) it will always continue to be a blight on our society. To combat organized crime we need to send out a clear message that Ireland does not tolerate traffickers of women and children.”
Gerardine Rowley of Ruhama said today, “Ruhama still has concerns about the emerging Trafficking legislation and we believe that Ireland needs to send out a clear message that the purchasing of women for sexual services is a crime. We in Ireland need to follow the Swedish model where the purchaser of sexual services is criminalized. After drugs and arms, human trafficking is the third largest area of criminal activity in the world. Ireland needs to take a stand against organized crime and having the correct legislation in place is crucial to achieving this.” 
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