Ruhama Press Release

The Irish Government needed to do more to tackle the crime of sex trafficking before graduating to Tier 1 in the US Trafficking in Person’s report which was published today.

14th June, 2010
The 2010 United States Trafficking in Person’s (TIP) report was published today and Ireland increased its ranking to Tier 1 in its efforts to address human trafficking. Ruhama recognises that the Irish Government has made much progress in tackling the issue of human trafficking in recent years however we believe that Ireland should have, at the minimum, fully ratified the Council of Europe Convention on Human Trafficking before entering the top tier. 

Gerardine Rowley, PRO of Ruhama said today ‘There is a danger by placing Ireland at Tier 1 in this report, that it will send out a false perception, that the victims of trafficking are receiving full protection and assistance from the State because we know that is not the reality.’

‘There are many victims of sex trafficking still trapped in the Irish sex trade and for those who maybe lucky enough to escape, they can often find themselves struggling to receive satisfactory assistance. There are inconsistencies in how victims of trafficking can access protection in Ireland, with very few receiving the State’s special protection measures and others often left in a precarious residency status for long periods of time’. 

Ruhama continues to meet new victims of sex trafficking and most of these cases are referred to the Gardai for investigation. It is a cause for concern that none of these cases have yet been prosecuted under the Criminal Law (Human Trafficking) Act 2008

Today’s report speaks about victims who decide to participate in a criminal investigation getting ‘witness protection’, there are some witness protection measures available but they are very limited. Most victims, who courageously report crimes to the authorities, continue to be accommodated in reception centres, designed for asylum seekers and which are not suitable for providing adequate protection to victims of such a serious crime.

The US TIP report recommends a number of measures for Ireland and one of them is funding for NGO’s who assist victims of trafficking. Gerardine Rowley said ‘We particularly welcome this recommendation at a time when the Government has seriously cut our funding for this year. As an organisation we are now struggling to continue to provide a whole range of valuable services to victims of sex trafficking such as counselling, advocacy, accommodation, education and integration. We hope the Government will take on board this and the other recommendations outlined in the TIP report.’      
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Notes to Editor:

To read the 2010 US State Department’s TIP Report click on this link and you will find Ireland in alphabetical order- http://www.state.gov/documents/organization/142983.pdf
Ruhama is an NGO, established in 1989 to provide services to women affected by prostitution. For over a decade Ruhama has provided a range of specialized services to victims of sex trafficking. For more details check out www.ruhama.ie 

